
 

Paulding County  

Gifted Education 
The Georgia State Board of Education 
defines a gifted student as, “A student 
who demonstrates a high degree of 
intellectual and/or creative ability(ies), 
exhibits an exceptionally high degree 
of motivation, and/or excels in specific 
academic fields, and who needs special 
instruction and/or ancillary services to 
achieve at levels commensurate with 
his/her abilities.” 
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Gifted, Honors and Advanced 

Placement Program 
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Gifted Curriculum 

Elementary students participate in a resource 

program for six segments each week taught by a 

certified gifted teacher. Students receive 

interdisciplinary enrichment in the areas of science, 

social studies, language arts, math, and reading. 

Units and skills are outlined on the district 

Curriculum menu and aligned with Georgia 

Standards of Excellence. Students’ achievement is 

recorded at the end of every nine weeks and/or 

semester via the report card. 

  

The middle school gifted student is served daily in 

an advanced subject course with a certified gifted 

teacher. At the middle school level, teachers focus 

on the Georgia Standards of Excellence while 

addressing the needs of gifted students for more 

elaborate, complex, and in-depth study of major 

ideas, problems, and themes. Class determination is 

made according to student strengths, eligibility 

testing results, academic performance, and teacher 

observation. 

  
The high school gifted student has a variety of 

options for daily service. These options include 

Honors classes, Advanced Placement courses, and 

post -secondary options. All courses are aligned 

with the Georgia Standards of Excellence while 

extending and refining student learning. Honors and 

Advance Placement teachers are gifted certified in 

addition to holding certification in their appropriate 

content area. 

 

Referral  

Students are also referred automatically as a 
result of system-wide testing. Two referral 
windows, Fall and Spring are available. 
Referrals are reviewed by the school’s local 
eligibility team.  The team determines which 
students will be formally evaluated. 

Eligibility 

The eligibility team at the local school reviews 
the relevant information about the referred 
student. A decision is made by the team 
regarding eligibility or the need for further 
assessment.  

Evaluation 

Following parental consent, the local school 
evaluates the student’s mental ability, 
achievement, creativity, and motivation 
through the use of nationally normed tests, 
instruments, performances, and standardized 
rating scales, as outlined by state guidelines. 

Referral Process 
Classroom teachers, parents/guardians, 
counselors, administrators, students, or 
any other responsible persons who have 
knowledge of the student's intellectual 
function may refer a student according to 
the Georgia Department of Education 
guidelines. Nomination guidelines and ap-
propriate forms are available from the 
school’s Gifted teacher. 


